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ABSTRACT 

 Dalea mountjoyae M. Woods (Fabaceae) is a new name proposed to replace D. gracilis 
(Nuttall) D.B Ward, a later homonym of D. gracilis Kunth. 
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 Ward (2004) established Dalea gracilis (Nuttall) D.B. Ward when he elevated D. carnea 
(Michaux) Poiret var. gracilis (Nuttall) Barneby (Barneby 1977) to species rank.  However, Dalea 
gracilis (Nuttall) D.B. Ward is illegitimate because the name is blocked from transfer into Dalea at 
specific rank by the pre-existing Dalea gracilis Kunth (Kunth 1819).  Although, D. gracilis Kunth is 
now considered a synonym of D. sericea G. Don (Tropicos.org 2013), D. gracilis (Nuttall) D.B. 
Ward is nonetheless illegitimate under ICN article 53.1 (McNeill et al 2011).  I concur with the 
specific level status recommended by Ward and propose the following new name to accommodate 
recognition of this taxon at that rank in the genus Dalea. 
 
Dalea mountjoyae M. Woods, nom. nov., based on Petalostemon gracile Nuttall, J. Acad. Nat. Sci. 
 Philadelphia 7: 92. 1834 (holotype: PH; isotypes: GH, NY).    
 
 This species is named for Marcella F. Mountjoy, former biology teacher at Williamsburg 
(Kentucky) High School, who first instilled within the author a love for nature. 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 I'm grateful to Brian R. Keener and Alan S. Weakley for reviewing the manuscript and 
providing helpful suggestions. 
 

LITERATURE CITED 
Barneby, R.C.  1977.  Dalea, in Daleae imagines. Mem. New York Bot. Gard. 27: 135–587. 
Kunth, C.S. 1819. Mimoses et autres plantes legumineuses du nouveau continent. 166, pl. 48.  

Grecqie-Latin-Allmande. 
McNeill, J., F.R. Barrie, W.R. Buck, V. Demoulin, W. Greuter, D.L. Hawksworth, P.S. Herendeen, S. 

Knapp, K. Marhold, J. Prado, W.F. Prud’homme van Reine, G.F. Smith, and J.H. Wiersema 
(eds.).  2011.  International Code of Nomenclature for algae, fungi and plants (Melbourne 
Code). Regnum Vegetabile 154. International Association for Plant Taxonomy.: 
<http://www.iapt-taxon.org/nomen/main.php?page=title>  Accessed: March 25, 2013. 

Tropicos.  2013.  Tropicos.org.  Missouri Botanical Garden.  <http://www.tropicos.org>. Accessed 27 
Mar 2013  

Ward, D.B.  2004.  New combinations in the Florida flora II.  Novon 14: 365–371. 
 


