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ABSTRACT 

 Argemone ochroleuca Sweet is newly observed as naturalized in Dahod District, Gujarat, 
India.  Photographs of the plant are provided.  
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 An extensive field survey was undertaken during year 2012-13 in areas of Dahod District 
(20°30'–23°30' N and 73°15'–74°30' E), Gujarat State.  During this survey, I collected plant species 
that were not previously recorded in flora of Gujarat State (Shah 1978).  Preliminary identification 
of the collections was made in the field, then further study was undertaken using published 
literature and floristic works (Saxton & Sedgwick 1918; Sutaria 1941; Cooke 1958; Patel 1971; 
Shah 1978; Raghavan et al. 1981; Patel 2004).  
 
 Argemone L. (Papaveraceae) is represented by two naturalized species in India, A. 
mexicana L. and A. ochroleuca Sweet., but only A. mexicana has been recorded for the flora of 
Gujarat state.  The occurrence there of A. ochroleuca is documented in my recent survey.   
 
Argemone ochroleuca Sweet. (Mexican poppy, prickly poppy, white prickly poppy, pale Mexican 

poppy)   Voucher.  INDIA. Dahod District, Gujarat. Motizari village, near Piplod, 22.81º N, 
73.91º E, open field, abundant, associated with Argemone mexicana, 209 m alt., 11 Apr 2013, 
Patel PKP00701 (DBSCG).  The plant specimen is located in Department of Botany, SPT 
Arts & Science College, Godhra, Gujarat.   
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 Argemone ochroleuca in India has previously been found in Punjab, Delhi, and Andhra 
Pradesh (Maheswari 1963; Reddy & Pattanaik 2007).  The first record for the species in southern 
India was made by Ganesh Babu et al. (2006).  In India it occurs as a weed in open fields and 
wastelands.  Brief descriptions of A. ochroleuca are available (e.g., Ownbey 1958, 1997; Reddy & 
Pattanaik 2007; Queensland Govt. 2013) and a tabular morphological comparison of it and the 
yellow-flowered A. mexicana is given by Reddy and Pattanaik (2007).  Argemone ochroleuca is 
native to Mexico, introduced and naturalized in the USA (Arizona), Pakistan, and many other 
regions of the world.   
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 The author is grateful to Mr. Naranbhai Baria for his help during the field trips in the 
Dahod District.  
 

LITERATURE CITED 
Cooke, T.  1967 (1903-1905).  Flora of Bombay Presidency, Vols. I, II &III.  Botanical Survey of 

India, Calcutta.  
Department of Agriculture Government of Western Australia.  2004.  Weeds, Pests and Diseases. 

<www.agric.wa.gov.au>.  
Ganesh Babu, N.M., R.V. Sankar, K. Ravikumar, & D.K. Ved.  2006.  Notes on some interesting 

and noteworthy plants from Southern India.  J.  Econ. Tax. Bot. 30: 390–393. 
Maheswari, J.K.  1963.  Pp. 55–56 in The Flora of Delhi, Council of Scientific and Industrial 

Research, New Delhi.  
Ownbey, G.B.  1958.  Monograph of the genus Argemone for North America and the West Indies.  



                                                                              Patel: Argemone ochroleuca naturalized in India 

5 

 

5 

Mem. Torrey Bot. Club 21: 1–159.   
Ownbey, G.B.  1997.  Argemone (Papaveraceae).  Flora of North America North of Mexico, Vol. 3, 

Magnoliophyta: Magnoliidae and Hamamelidae.   
Patel, P.K.  2004.  Studies on Flora along the Riverbank of the Saraswati River from Mukteshwar 

to Patan District with Ethnobotanical Aspect.  Ph.D. thesis, H.N.G. University, Patan.    
Patel, R.I.  1971.  Forest Flora of Gujarat State.  Gujarat State Forest Department, Gujarat State, 

Baroda.  
Queensland Govt.  2013.  Fact sheet: Mexican poppy, Argemone ochroleuca subsp. ochroleuca.  

Weeds of Australia identification tool.  Queensland Govt.   
<http://keyserver.lucidcentral.org/weeds/data/03030800-0b07-490a-8d04-0605030c0f01/ 
media/Html/Argemone_ochroleuca_subsp._ochroleuca.htm>      

Raghavan. R.S., B.M. Wadhwa, M.Y. Ansari, & R.S. Rao.  1981.  A Checklist of Plants of Gujarat.  
Rec. Bot. Surv. India.  

Reddy, C.S. and C. Pattanaik.  2007.  Argemone ochroleuca Sweet (Papaveraceae) - a new invasive 
species in Andhra Pradesh state.  Zoos' Print J. 22: 2949.   

 <http://www.zoosprint.org/ZooPrintJournal/2007/December/2949.pdf>     
Saxten, W.T. and Sedgwick, L.J.  1918.  Plants of Northern Gujarat.  Rec. Bot. Sur. India, Calcutta. 
Shah, G.L.  1978.  Flora of Gujarat State.  S.P. University, Vallabh vidhyanagar.  
Sutaria, R.N.  1941.  The Vegetation of Vireshwar Flora of the Gujarat State.  Natural History 

Society. 
 


	Common_names
	Family
	Synonyms

