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ABSTRACT
The nameSerculia laxiflora Rusby (Malvaceae: Sterculioideae) is based on a mixture of
more than one taxon: a several-flowered inflorescend& ywhropsis pallens (Wall. ex King) Ridl.
(Malvaceae: Sterculioideae) and bark and leavesPathira aquatica Aubl. (Malvaceae:
Bombacoideae). The several-flowered inflorescence thatsf@art of one of the two syntypes is
selected as the lectotype of the neBnlexiflora.

Serculia laxiflora Rusby (Malvaceae: Sterculioideae) was described frorariaktcollected
by Miguel Bang in Bolivia, without number, locality ortda (Rusby 1920). As far as can be
determined, only three other authors have accepted this (fs@er 1958; Gentry 1976; Villegas
Coimbra 1993) and they apparently did so without examining tygierial or identifying additional
specimens that could be assigned to this species. Ta9®®), who revised the American species of
Serculia L., excludedS laxiflora from that genus and considered it to be a speci€slafSchott &
Endl. (Malvaceae: Sterculioideae). Although she equivoaathdr dissertation as to whether or not
S laxiflora represente@. nitida (Vent.) Schott & Endl. o€. acuminata (P. Beauv.) Schott & Endl.,
she annotated the syntype materiaCaacuminata.

Two specimens in the herbarium of the New York Botar@aiden comprise the syntype
material ofSerculia laxiflora. One of the two is sterile and consists of part abdadely compound
leaf and several detached leaflets (NY 00222371!) whereas thecothssts of a piece of bark, a
digitately compound leaf, and a several-flowered fragneénén inflorescence in a packet (NY
00222372!) (Fig. 1A). Examination of this type material leaslso conclude that the inflorescence
and flowers represefdrythropsis pallens (Wall. ex King) Ridl. (Malvaceae: Sterculioideae) and tha
the bark and leaves repres@athira aquatica Aubl. (Malvaceae: Bombacoideae). This is somewhat
surprising as otherwise there is no record of the Asian démtizropsis Lindl. ex Schott & Endl. in
cultivation in Bolivia or South America.

The only Neotropical collection dErythropsis pallens that we have found is a specimen
gathered in the botanical gardens of TrinidddM Hart 3557, US-2 sheets!) (Fig. 1B). The
collection was made in 1889, which establishes that theespeeis introduced into Trinidad by that
year but how much earlier is unknown. The species is stetllin Prestoe’s (1870) catalog, unless it
is masquerading asterculia sp.” from the East Indies.
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Figure 1. A. Lectotype diterculia laxiflora, Bang sn. (NY 00222372 pro parte)B. Fragment of an
inflorescence from a specimenkrythropsis pallens cultivated in Trinidad).H. Hart 3557 (US).

It is unclear how Miguel Bang acquired materialEofthropsis pallens, if in fact he did.
According to Rusby (1893), Bang was trained as a gardener bytla Botanic Gardens, Kew, and
sent out ca. 1883 to South America to collect living orshid/hile his route to Bolivia is unknown, it
is possible that it included a stopover in Trinidad tdt ¥iee botanical gardens, which also had strong
ties to Kew. However, one cannot discount the possibility ttratmixture is entirely the fault of
Bang’s subsequent patron H.H. Rusby, who oversaw the lalzgithgrocessing in New York of the
herbarium specimens that Bang sent to him from Bolivieesprective of what transpired, the name
Serculia laxiflora is based on a mixture and by choosing the several-floweredesitence fragment
as the lectotype, the Rusby name becomes a synonym ofiessipea different genus of Malvaceae
albeit in the same subfamily.
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ERYTHROPSISPALLENS (Wall. ex King) Ridl., Bull. Misc. Inform. Kew 1934: 215. 193&erculia
pallens Wall. ex King, J. Asiat. Soc. Bengal, Pt. 2, Nat. H&l: 73. 1891.Firmiana pallens
(Wall. ex King) Kosterm., Pengum. Balai Besar Penfghut. Indonesia 54: 16. 1956.
LECTOTYPE (see comments below)ndia. Uttrakhand: Gurhwal [= Garhwal], s. d. (fHi.
Falconer 289 (K 000380107 (fls) as image!; isolectotypes: BO, CAL, L, P 0673716pP44
image!).

Serculia laxiflora Rusby, Descr. S. Amer. Pl., 56. 192@&CTOTYPE (designated hereBolivia.
S. loc., s. d. (fls)M. Bang s.n. (NY 00222372 several-flowered inflorescence only!).

Serculia pallens Wall. ex Voigt, Hort. Suburb. Calcutt., 105. 1845, nom. nud.

Serculiawallichii Falc. ex Brandis, Forest FI. N.W. India, 34. 1874, nom.,mrd syn.

Serculia pallens Wall. ex Hochr., Bull. Inst. Bot. Buitenzorg 19: 22. 1904, naod.

The nameSerculia pallens Wall. ex King was lectotypified in two stages. FirRidley
(1934: 215) selecteBalconer 289 as “type” from among the original material cited by Kid§91:
73), who associated the specimensSafulgens Wall. ex Mast. from “Tropical Western Himalaya”
that were listed by Masters (1874: 360) with his new speci@smong these specimens was a
collection by Falconer from Garhwal. Kostermans (1956: i&) nharrowed down Ridley’s selection
by stating that the type oEfythropsis pallens Ridley” was the sheet dfalconer 289 “conserved in
the Kew Herbarium that consists of flower-bearing branchis”om doing this, Kostermans (1956:
19) effectively excluded another sheet (K 000380108 as image!) oamhe collection that consists
of leaves alone.

Stearn in Blatter and Millard (1954: 79) attempted to mdiee dcombinationFirmiana
pallens, but Stearn failed to clearly indicate the basionym anddsbination inFirmiana is not
validly published (McNeill et al. 2012; Art. 41.5). The candiion F. pallens must be attributed to
Kostermans (1956: 16), who cit&rculia pallensin synonymy.
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