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ABSTRACT
Ssyrinchium minus (Iridaceae) is reported new for the vascular fldrAlabama from collections
made from 1987 to 2015. Several of the localities are in thekBlad Prairie district and the species is
regarded as native to Alabama, disjunct from its primary rantjetwest.

Recent collections from Alabama identified @syrinchium minus Engelm. & A. Gray have
led to the conclusion that the species has never been dotedhfor the state before now. The taxon
was not included iPlant Life of Alabama (Mohr 1901) and was apparently overlooked for inclusion
in a recently published checklist for the state (KralleR@11), despite a collection predating that
publication by 24 years (Fig. 13syrinchium minus also has not been included in the Alabama Plant
Atlas (Keener et al. 2016).

Sisyrinchium minus Engelm. & A. Gray

Voucher specimendJSA. Alabama. Marengo Co.2.5 air mi WSW of Demopolis, along N side
of Lock and Dam Rd. 0.06 mi E of jct. with Gandy Ferry Rd, 32.511083.88064°, 1 May 2012,
England 3431 (UWAL; VDB). Monroe Co. 3.5 air mi WNW of Franklin, Haines Island Park at site of old
Davis Ferry, boat landing, 31.72563° -87.46920°, 13 May 2Qé&her 8842 with Davenport and Davison
(UWAL); off Co. Rd. 17 at Haines Island Park, ca. 16 mi VBeétrice, 31.725189° -87.47055°, 13 May
2015, Davenport 5746 (SAMF). Sumter C0.2.8 air mi NE of Coatopa, along Mundy Rd. ca. 0.25 mi N
of jct. with Co. Rd. 23, 32.507778° -88.029444°, 17 Apr 2(Kdener 5808 with Duckworth (UWAL;
MIN, duplicates to be distributed). Wilcox C@®y Alabama Hwy 22 [57], E side of Flatwood, 1 May
1987,Kral 73815 (VDB, UWAL; duplicates to be distributed).

Ssyrinchium minus was originally described from the prairie region of Texas, whiere
apparently is native (Englemann & Gray 1845). It is one @etlannual specie&.[rosulatum E.P.
Bicknell, S cernuum (E.P. Bicknell) Kearney] currently recognized in the geno North America
north of Mexico (Cholewa & Henderson 2002). Since its descriptiscoveries have been made in
neighboring and nearby states, including Arkansas, Oklahbawasiana, and Mississippi (Kartesz
2015). Despite the recent discovery in Arkansas in 2007,cibnisidered native there because the
only known population occurs along the margin of prairie flatwoodsrevbéher somewhat rare
natives occur (T. Witsell, pers. comm In light of this, the species is regarded as an '$p&cies,
meaning it is tracked by the Arkansas Natural Heritage Osswm as "Critically Imperiled”
(NatureServe 2015). In Oklahoma, the first collectio® ahinus was in 1981, where the habitat was
recorded as a lawn weed on a college campus, suggesting atiedoeourrence (Taylor & Taylor
1987). It is unclear if the presence &f minus in Louisiana and Mississippi represents native
populations or adventive oneSisyrinchium minus has also been collected in southern California and
North Carolina, where both populations are undoubtedly adwefiartesz 2015).
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Figure 1. Ssyrinchium minus from Wilcox Co., AlabamaKral 73815, UWAL).
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Figure 2. Map of Alabama with counties of documenft&gyrinchium minus populations in gray.

Figure 3. Capsules ofisyrinchium minus (left) andS syrinchium rosulatum (right).
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The Alabama populations &syrinchium minus (Fig. 2) were discovered in moist habitats,
including floodplains, mudflats, roadside ditches, and lald$. Several of the localities are in the
Blackland Prairie physiographic district of Alabama, altffoumnot in an actual prairie and usually in
circumneutral to slightly alkaline soils. The Marengo Gguopulation, which may have the most
undisturbed habitat, was discovered under bald cypiessdum distichum) along the edge of a
seasonally flooded area of an embayment of the Tombigbee Rilger.occurring at this locality was
Crassula aquatica, a species reported in a previous paper (England 2013). ThidaBladrairie
district of Alabama (and Mississippi) often harbors mamyelated species with a disjunct
distribution between the Blackland Prairies of Texas ankawgas and those of Alabama and
Mississippi. Because a similar pattern is represemeed, we believ& minus should be treated as
native in Alabama.

In the southeastern USA syrinchium minus could be confused witB. rosulatum, both of
which are diminutive annuals. They can be easily sephnteéhe shape of the capsules (Fig. 3).
Ssyrinchium rosulatum produces globose capsules, while the capsul8snahus are barrel-shaped.
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