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ABSTRACT 

Ranunculus parviflorus is documented here in the naturalized flora of southeast Kansas, 
where it was collected at two locations in the town of Neodesha.    
 
 
 

Ranunculus parviflorus L. (Ranunculaceae) (smallflower buttercup) (Figure 1) is a 
herbaceous annual native to Europe (Salisbury 1931; Fernald 1950; Fitzgerald 2002).  The species is 
naturalized in subtropical and temperate areas of North and South America (Benson 1948; Hernandez 
1993) and Australia and New Zealand (Bock 1979).   
 

Ranunculus parviflorus is now found from California north through Oregon and Washington 
(to British Columbia) and in the eastern USA from western Florida north to New York, west through 
the Midwest to central Missouri, south through eastern Oklahoma and eastern Texas, east to Florida, 
including Hawaii (Brouillet et al. 2006; Hickman 1993; Lowe 1921; Mohr 1901; Stone et al. 1992; 
Wunderlin et al. 1996).  Early collections in the USA were made by Chickering at Ft. Monroe, 
Virginia, in 1878 (KANU) and Curtiss in Gadsden Co., Florida, in 1889 (USFH 6400) (Wunderlin et 
al. 2018).   
 

Ranunculus parviflorus has not been included in floras or checklists for Kansas (Brooks 
1986; Haddock et al. 2015; McGregor et al. 1986; Kartez 2015; USDA, NRCS 2018).  This report is 
the first documentation of the species in the state. 
 

 Vouchers. USA. Kansas. Wilson Co.: Neodesha, jct. of Elm Street and N 5th Street, in 
frequently mowed right of way, 26 May 2017, Singhurst 21,182 (BAYLU, KANU); Neodesha, jct. of 
E Spruce Street and N 12th Street, 0.1 mi N of on N 12th St and E 0.1 mi, in frequently maintained 
lawn and grassland, 28 May 2017, Singhurst 21,183 (BAYLU, KANU). 
 

Populations of Ranunculus parviflorus at both locations were growing with Carex sp., 
Cynodon dactylon, Duchesnea indica, Geranium pusillum, Lamium purpureum, Lotus corniculatus, 
Medicago minima, Nothoscordum bivalve, Schedonorus arundinaceus, Sherardia arvensis, Trifolium 
repens, and Viola missouriensis.  The first vegetative observation of these two Ranunculus parviflorus 
populations occurred in March of 2016 and March of 2017 and it was not until May 2017 when 
flowering and fruiting specimens were obtained.  The Kansas location is approximately 100 km (65 
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miles) from a southwestern Missouri location in Jasper Co., Missouri and 90 km (60 miles) from the 
nearest location in northwest Oklahoma location in Rogers Co. (both locations are based on 
distributions in Kartesz 2018).   
 

 
Figure 1.  Ranunculus parviflorus in flower and fruit, Wilson Co., Kansas.   
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