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ABSTRACT 

 The new genus Pratochloa Hardion is validated and the new combination Pratochloa 
walteri (Pilg.) Hardion is made for Eragrostis walteri.   
 
 
 

The Arundinoideae Kunth ex Beilschm. includes 40 species in 14 genera (Soreng et al. 2017).  
Hardion et al. (2017) presented a new phylogeny and classification of the Arundinoideae and found 
Eragrostis walteri to be sister to two species of Elytrophorus P. Beauv.   However, for lack of a genus 
diagnosis or description, the proposed new genus Pratochloa and species transfer were not effectively 
published (Art. 38.5 ICN; McNeill et al. 2012).  Descriptio generico-specifica did not apply, as there 
was only a reference to an earlier species description.  We validate the new genus below and make a 
new combination.  
 
PRATOCHLOA Hardion, gen. nov.  TYPE: Pratochloa walteri (Pilg.) Hardion (≡ Eragrostis walteri 

Pilg.).   
 

Pratochloa differs from Elytrophorus in having hairy ligules, open, ovate panicles with the 
primary branches bearing spikelets almost near the base, 7−15-flowered spikelets with 3-veined 
glumes, lemmas with glabrous margins, and caryopses with an adherent pericarp.   

 

 This new genus is named in tribute to Henri Prat (1902–1981), professor at the Universities 
of Marseille (France) and Montreal (Quebec, Canada).  

 

 Pratochloa occurs in the Nama-Karoo and Desert Biomes of Namibia (Gibbs Russell et al. 
1990; Clayton et al. 2006; Ingram et al. 2011).  The single species is found in damp, sandy and 
brackish soils around seepage areas, stagnant pools, or along creeks often associated with calcium 
carbonate (Gibbs Russell et al. 1990).  The type, three additional specimens to exhibit individual 
variation within P. walteri, and a close up of the florets are shown in Figure 1.   
 
PRATOCHLOA WALTERI (Pilg.) Hardion, comb. nov.  Eragrostis walteri Pilg., Notizbl. Bot. Gart. 

Berlin-Dahlem 15: 452. 1940.  TYPE: NAMIBIA. Kleiner Naukluftrivier, 29 Oct 1937, H. & 
E. Walter 458 (holotype: B [image B100272776!]; isotype: B [image B100272777!]).    
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Figure 1.  Pratochloa walteri.  A. Image of the holotype (B100272776).  B. Geiss 8104a (K000795176).  
C. Strey 6 (K00079573).  D. Geiss 7995 (K000795172).  E. Florets taken from Geiss 7995 (K000795172), 
scale = 4 mm. 
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