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ABSTRACT 
 Lloydia serotina subsp. flava is transferred to Gagea, based on recent molecular results indicating 

that inclusion of Lloydia in Gagea is justified.  A clarification on the color of the tepals of this variety is 

briefly presented. 

 

 

 

 In the 2nd edition of the Flora of the Pacific Northwest (Giblin et al. 2018), it was mentioned 

that although Lloydia Salisb. ex Rchb. had been shown to be nested in Gagea Salisb. (Peruzzi et al. 

2008; Peterson et al. 2008; Zarrei et al. 2009), the editors chose to retain the genus Lloydia because 

Lloydia serotina var. flava (Calder & Taylor) B. Boivin had not been transferred to Gagea.  The varietal 

combination is made here. 

 

GAGEA SEROTINA (L.) Ker-Gawl. var. FLAVA (Calder & Taylor) M. Daines, comb. nov.  Lloydia 

serotina subsp. flava J.A. Calder & R.L. Taylor, Canad. J. Bot. 43: 1392. 1965.  Lloydia 

serotina var. flava (Calder & Taylor) B. Boivin, Naturaliste Canad. 94: 525. 1967.  TYPE: 

CANADA. British Columbia. Queen Charlotte Islands: Lake Takakia about 10 mi S of 

Moresby Logging Camp (head of Cumshewa Inlet), Moresby Island, 1870 ft, 25–30 Jul 1964, 

J. A. Calder 36266 (holotype: UBC! [digital image]; isotypes: DAO, GH! [digital image], OSC! 

[digital image], WTU).   

 

 Recent treatments may have mischaracterized the tepal color of Gagea serotina var. flava.  The 

description of Lloydia serotina var. flava in Giblin et al. (2018) indicates that the tepals are yellow, as 

pointed out by Björk (2020).  This view perhaps was repeated from the same mischaracterization in 

Reveal & Utech (2002).  The original description of subsp. flava indicated that the tepals are “yellow 

at base” (Calder & Taylor 1965), implying that the tepals may be mainly white, as in var. serotina 

(Björk 2020) and only basally yellow.  Calder & Taylor (1965), however, did not characterize the 

overall tepal color –– they referred to this taxon as “the yellow-flowered subsp. flava.”    
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