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 Based on extensive fieldwork, study of around 2600 herbarium specimens, and phylogenetic 

data, 26 species were accepted in my recent taxonomic revision of the shrubby alpine daisies endemic 

to New Zealand (Celmisia subg. Lignosae sensu lato).  Unfortunately, though, two new combinations 

proposed at varietal rank are superfluous.  For a group of three traditionally accepted species – Celmisia 

sinclairii Hook.f., C. allanii W. Martin, and C. durietzii Cockayne & Allan ex W. Martin – with an 

intricate taxonomic history, overlapping morphological boundaries, and partially sympatric 

distributions, I proposed considering them as one species, Celmisia sinclairii (by priority) with three 

varieties.  Accordingly, the other two names were combined at varietal rank.  For both other names, 

however, previous legitimate names at varietal rank were considered as synonyms.  Since these 

synonyms have priority at that taxonomic rank, the new combinations are incorrect and superfluous 

(Art. 52.4, Turland et al. (eds.) 2018).  Appropriate combinations are presented here.   

 

CELMISIA SINCLAIRII var. NIVALIS (W. Martin) Saldivia, comb. nov.  Celmisia incana Hook.f. var. 

nivalis W. Martin, Trans. & Proc. Roy. Soc. N. Zealand lnst. 65: 183. 1935.  NEOTYPE 

(designated by Saldivia 2024: 112): NEW ZEALAND. South Island, Mt. Schiza, subalpine 

fellfield (meadow?), 5500 ft, Jan 1933, W. Martin s.n. (WELT SP045890!).    
 

    Celmisia allanii W. Martin, Trans. & Proc. Roy. Soc. N. Z. lnst. 65: 181. 1935.  TYPE: NEW 

ZEALAND. South Island, Mt. Trovatore, 7 Feb 1928, H.H. Allan s.n. Celmisia sinclairii var. 

allanii (W. Martin) Saldivia, Phytoneuron 2024-27: 112. 2024, nom. superfl.  (holotype: CHR 

75726!).   

 

CELMISIA SINCLAIRII var. CANESCENS (W. Martin) Saldivia, comb. nov.  Celmisia allanii W. Martin 

var. canescens W. Martin, Trans. & Proc. Roy. Soc. N. Zealand lnst. 65: 182. 1935.  NEOTYPE: 

(designated by Saldivia 2024: 117): NEW ZEALAND. South Island, St. Arnaud Mts., 

herbfield, 4500 ft, Jan 1932, W. Martin s.n. (WELT SP045874!).  
 

    Celmisia durietzii Cockayne & Allan ex W. Martin, Trans. & Proc. Roy. Soc. N. Zealand lnst. 16: 

75. 1936.  TYPE: NEW ZEALAND. South Island, Arthur’s Pass, Mar 1921, W. Martin s.n. 

Celmisia sinclairii var. durietzii (Cockayne & Allan ex W. Martin) Saldivia, Phytoneuron 

2024-27: 117. 2024. nom. superfl. (holotype: CHR 9376!).     
 

All instances where Celmisia sinclairii var. allanii and C. sinclairii var. durietzii appear in 

Saldivia (2024), they should be replaced by Celmisia sinclairii var. nivalis and C. sinclairii var. 

canescens, respectively. 
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